Invitation to our Workshop*
Linking Data – Improving Care?
Chances and Challenges for Bavaria and Germany
In the past ten years, health services research has improved considerably due to the use of routinely collected
data from health care systems. It has become apparent that improving the quality of care under every-day conditions requires more than just randomized studies. Health atlas projects across the world reveal that populationbased health reporting wide variations in outcomes depending on external conditions, levels of knowledge and
patterns of behaviour. The degree of variation may be seen as a problem, but may also be utilised to reveal opportunities for improvement. Health reporting and improvement strategies depend on the availability of data. In
theory, the amount of relevant data increases by the day. But much of it – at least in Germany – cannot yet be
accessed by researchers. To close the gap with other countries, Germany needs to create a widely accepted
framework for researchers to access and analyse data sets, linking routinely-collected data, data from surveys,
registries and studies, medical data and data from health apps and other digital sources. The federal state of Bavaria
has therefore initiated a Bavarian health data hub which could set standards in Germany. Unlike Scandinavians,
however, Germans are wary of pooling all data into one hub. But there are also other international examples. The
Australian Population Health Research Network (PHRN) has shown that bridging the gap between different data
sources is possible. PHRN provides a framework for data linkage, allowing researchers to access diverse data
sources held by a large number of institutions. In this workshop, we wish to learn from the Australian experience.
What are the necessary steps to enable routine linkage of routine data? What experiences can be transferred, and
which aspects need to be reinvented to work in the German context? These are some of the questions to be
answered in this workshop with experts from Australia and Germany.
 Location							 Kassenärztliche Vereinigung Bayerns, Elsenheimerstr. 39, 80687 München
 Date 								 22nd and 23rd of June 2017
 Application 					 RSVP to E-Mail zi@zi.de by 9th of June 2017
*simultaneous translated German/English – English/German

Agenda, Thursday 22nd of June 2017
Data networks: Conceptualisation
 11 a.m. Welcome
CEOs of KVB,
Prof. Dr. Manfred Wildner, Bavarian Office for Health and Food Safety (LGL)
 11.30 a.m. Speech
How to improve routine healthcare? The promise of big(ger) data and how to get there
Dr. Dominik von Stillfried, Central Research Institute of Ambulatory Health Care in Germany (Zi)
 12.00 a.m. Speech
Australia’s Population Health Research Network (PHRN): History, structures, processes –
pointers for a successful system of data linkage
Prof. Dr. Brendon Kearney / Dr. Merran Smith, PHRN Board Australia
12.45 p.m. Statement
Dr. Enno Swart, Institute for Social Medicine and Health Economics, University of Magdeburg
12.55 – 1.15 p.m. Discussion
 1.15 – 2.00 p.m. Lunch
 2.00 p.m. Speech
Australia’s Population Health Research Network (PHRN): Results and Perspectives
Prof. Dr. Brendon Kearney / Dr. Merran Smith, PHRN Board Australia
2.45 p.m. Statement
Dr. Michael Gerken, Tumor Centre Regensburg
2.55 – 3.15 p.m. Discussion
 3.15 – 3.45 p.m. Coffee Break
 3.45 – 5.15 p.m. Discussion
PHRN – model for data linkage in Bavaria and Germany?
Moderation: Prof. Dr. Manfred Wildner (LGL) / Dr. Dominik von Stillfried (Zi)
 6.30 p.m. Excursion to a Bavarian Biergarten
Dinner at „Königlicher Hirschgarten“

Agenda Friday, 23rd June 2017
Making data networks work for researchers
 9.30 a.m. Morning Coffee
 10.00 a.m. Speech
SURE (Secure Unified Research Environment) – a way to make data accessible within PHRN
Dr. Martin McNamara, Sax Institute, Sydney, Australia
10.40 a.m. Statement
Example for linkage of healthcare data in Germany
Dr. Bianca Kollhorst, Leibniz-Institut für Präventionsforschung und Epidemiologie, BIPS
10.55 a.m. – 11.15 a.m. Discussion
 11.15 a.m. Speech
A Bavarian Health Data Network: The Perspective of the Bavarian Association of Statutory Health Insurance
Physicians in Bavaria
Dr. Martin Tauscher, KVB, München
 11.30 a.m. Discussion
Perspectives for success in Bavaria
Moderation: Prof. Dr. Manfred Wildner (LGL) / Dr. Dominik von Stillfried (Zi)
 1.00 p.m. Coffee and cake
 1.30 p.m. End of workshop
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Registration form for workshop (free of charge)
“Linking Data – Improving Care?“ at 22nd and 23rd of June 2017
Please, register at the latest on Friday , 9th of June 2017 by using
our fax number +49 (0)30 40 05 24 90 or sending an email to zi@zi.de.

title, first name, last name (please use printed letter)

position, institution
I will participate only in the workshop.
I will participate in the workshop and will also join the dinner at the Bavarian biergarten.
I require assistance for hotel reservation.

date, signature

You’ll find us here:
Venue
Kassenärztliche Vereinigung Bayerns (KVB)
Elsenheimerstraße 39
80687 München

Arrival by public transport
You can reach the venue by subway, using the lines U4 or U5 to
station Westendstraße, by bus, take the 62 line to stop
Hauzenberger Straße, or by suburban train, take the S1, S2, S3, S4,
S6, S8 to Hirschgarten and walk approximately 10 minutes .

Parking
Free on-site parking is available in the underground car park at the
KVB.

