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OECD: What we do  

• Intergovernmental organisation 

• We apply economic analysis to health and 

health systems  

• Comprehensive, internationally 

comparable data 

• Innovative modelling  

• Policy advice 

• Forum for governments and stakeholders 

 



OECD countries 



Health systems across the OECD are 

facing similar challenges 

Access to high quality  
care is unequal 

A need to ensure 
financial sustainability  
in light of a tight fiscal 

environment 
 

Populations are 
changing: we are getting 
older and live longer 
with chronic conditions 

Policy failure to address 
main drivers of health 
spending 



• Health care seeks to improve people’s well-being 

and their ability to realise goals. Yet health systems 

know very little about whether or not they are 

successful in this.  
 

• We have good measures of inputs & outputs. But 

patients’ ability to live normal, functioning lives is 

rarely captured in a robust, standardised way.  

 

We have information gaps to address 

those pressures 



“We must fix this. We need a 

systematic and standardized 

approach to asking patients about 

the outcomes of their care that 

matter most to them” 

 

 

 

Angel Gurria & Michael Porter: Putting people at the 

centre of healthcare. Huffington Post: 18 January 

2017 



To achieve better value we need better 

information on …..  

What is the health-
related quality of life 
for people receiving 
cancer treatment? 

To what extent are 
people in pain after hip 
surgery? 

How well can people 
with a mental health 
condition live 
independently after 
discharge? 

  

What was a person’s 
experience of their care? 
 

Can people live 
independently after a 
stroke? 
 

  



Streams of activities 

PaRIS  

Specific conditions 

Breast cancer 

Hip/knee 

Mental health 

New survey of 
patients with 

chronic conditions 



Priority areas for specific conditions 

Hip and Knee Replacement  
• Working Group been meeting since Nov 2017 
• R&D work led by CIHI in Canada 
• Currently working on cross walks across existing tools, first data expected in 2019  

 

Breast Cancer  
• Working Group been meeting since Jan 2018 
• R&D work led by OECD. 
• Currently focussing on pilot data collection 
 

Mental Health  
• Working Group been meeting since July 2018 
• R&D work led by Denmark 
• Currently scoping issues for ongoing development 
• Establishing a patient and carer advisory group 

 

Replace 
with an 

icon 



New international survey of patient-

reported outcomes and experiences  

• Focuses on people aged 45+ with (multiple) chronic conditions 

• Covers both outcomes and experiences  

• Settings: ambulatory/ primary care (best possible option to reach 

suitable patient populations internationally) 

• Domains: Generic (overall health status); Physical functioning, Pain; 

Social functioning and participation  

• Will develop sampling design, methods to assure validity/risk-

adjustment  (as done for PISA in education and PIAAC for adult 

competences) 

• Plan to integrate digital technology to minimise collection cost  

 

Governance 

• Input from health professionals and patients 

• Supported by technical groups and a high-level governance body  



• What you already know: 
– Life expectancy, mortality, prevalence / 

incidence, survival rates, etc. 

• What the PaRIS survey adds: 
– How does healthcare impact outcomes that 

matter to people? 

– How well are patients functioning physically, 
mentally, socially?  

– How integrated is care that people receive?  

– How do people experience the healthcare they 
receive?  
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PaRIS will produce information on what 

health systems deliver to patients 



Different output, tailored to different 

users 

• Variation across and within countries 

• Country-specific dashboards and reports 

• Focus publications that zoom in on specific 
questions 

• Feedback data for providers (showing  

 their outcomes compared to peers) 

• Patient-level feedback data comparing  

 patient’s outcomes to comparable  

 group of patients. 



We benefit by doing this together 

• International learning 

• ‘Economy of scale’ 

• Best expertise and state-of-the art 
technology 

• Possibility to get much more out of                            
national initiatives by creating synergy  

 

 

 



Stay in touch! 

Contact:  Michael.vandenberg@oecd.org   

    

Read more about our work               Follow us on Twitter: @OECD_Social  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Website: www.oecd.org/health and http://www.oecd.org/health/paris.htm  
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