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Title
Why should we be concerned about variation in health care?
Background

The analysis of variation in health system performance is well established in the U.S., U.K., and Canada with growing efforts in Germany and other OECD countries.
Many of these analyses raise questions about the purpose, interpretation, and application of the findings for health care improvement.

Objectives

This paper will discuss the reasons for conducting studies of medical practice variation. The development of the field by Prof. John Wennberg and his Dartmouth
colleagues will be briefly discussed. Five applications of variation analysis will then be presented: 1) Identification of deficiencies in quality and efficiency, 2)
Identifications of provider and community health care benchmarks, 3) Research into the determinants of quality and efficiency, 4) Surveillance of the results of policy
interventions and practice improvement activities, and 5) Engaging patients in choices about their care. The paper will conclude by highlighting the factors that
strengthen the scientific integrity of the analyses and the usefulness of the findings.

Methods

Results

Conclusion/Discussion/Policy Perspective

Literature

The Dartmouth Atlas of Health Care: www.dartmouthatlas.org
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