ZENTRALINSTITUT FUR DIE
KASSENARZTLICHE VERSORGUNG
IN DEUTSCHLAND

THE WENNBERG Tracking Regional Variation in Healthcare z
INTERNATIONAL H

CoL A B Berlin, June 4-5, 2015 i
POLICY CONFERENCE Abstract

(please save this form before submitting the abstract using your name as follows: surname-firstname.pdf)

Author(s) (please underline name of presenter at the conference)

Nolting, Hans-Dieter; Zich, Karsten

Name of Institute/Company

IGES Institut GmbH

Name of Country E-mail-address:

Germany hans-dieter.nolting@iges.de
Nature of the paper (check boxes)

report on implementation project / experience / policy perspectives
] scientific research a) describing work in progress L] b) new methods [] c) presenting results _]

Title
Public reporting of regional health care variations in Germany: intentions, experiences and (possible) impact of “faktencheck-gesundheit.de”
Background

Under the title “Faktencheck Gesundheit” (Healthcare Fact Check) the Bertelsmann Foundation has set up a platform for the analysis of regional variations in
healthcare in Germany. The IGES Institute was involved in the concept development and contributed to several particular studies. Since 2011 several reports on specific
topics have been published and a website targeting the general public has been set up to communicate the results and to support patient decision making.

Objectives

The presentation focuses on the question of the actual and possible impact that analyses of regional variations (could) have on quality improvement processes.

Methods

We summarize the experiences in the context of the “Faktencheck-project” and discuss possible ways to connect it with the initiatives for cross-sectoral quality
assurance in Germany.

Results

In our view the impact of analyses of regional variations on care providers and their processes of quality improvement appears to be limited in Germany.
Communicating results to patients and the general public aiming to support shared decision making is useful but perhaps not sufficient to change practices of care in a
short period.

Conclusion/Discussion/Policy Perspective

We discuss the prospects of integrating the analysis of regional variations with the development of area indicators as a starting point for standardized quality
improvement processes. Area indicators can be specifically useful to adress the issues of quality of indication and cross-sectoral coordination of care. In addition to the
definition of indicators it is necessary to develop specific proceedings to initiate cooperative quality improvement processes on the level of formally independent local
care providers.
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